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Hong Kong versus World Cities !
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As a lasting legacy for Hong Kong
West Kowloon Cultural Green Park

We, members of Hong Kong Alternatives, reiterate our appeal to
the HKSAR Government to develop the West Kowloon Cultural
District site in its entirety into a Cultural Green Park. To be Asia’s
world city, Hong Kong definitely need a world class harbor
front landmark for the well being of the general public as well
as promoting tourism. Having the second highest per capita
income in Asia, Hong Kong absolutely can afford and deserve
The WK Cultural Green Park. It is not an extravaganza!

WKCD is not for Sale! WKCD is not for Residential
Development !

We further appeal to Hong Kong's communities of art and culture not to
sell the hen that lays eggs. The WKCD site, located at the heart of our
metropolitan center and commanding the best panoramic harbour view,
is Hong Kong's crown jewel, and is our last frontier for a cultural green
park. This reclaimed land is too valuable to be auctioned off even for
partial residential development; it belongs to all people of Hong Kong!

Hong Kong is the World’s Biggest Concrete Jungle !
Many years of irresponsible property developments have transformed
metropolitan Hong Kong into the biggest concrete jungle of the world.
Sadly, one cannot find a single matured tree along the entire harbor
front. Most of our urban parks are no more than 30% grassland, with the
rest paved with concrete. There is not a single avenue in the city with
matured grove of trees. As the most densely populated urban centers
in the world since the early 50s, Hong Kong also has the least parkland
per head ratio when compared to other world cities. Our children have
been raised with 80% of their time sheltered in cramped tenement and
unpleasant indoor environments. Today, the general public is confronted
with many serious public health issues related to pollution and stress,
such as asthma and other respiratory diseases; obesity; lung cancer;
hypertension and related disorders. A cultural green park will provide a
refreshing relief.

The Green Revolution is on !

In recent years, the world has witnessed an acceleration of tree planting
and creation of new parks and public gathering places in many cities, like
Singapore, Paris, Chicago, Sydney. China’s national greening campaign
starting in the 90s has been the envy to all visitors. One only needs to
travel to Shenzhen and Zhuhai to see the beautiful tree line landscaping.
This is a green revolution inspired by new environmental consciousness.
Can Hong Kong afford not to develop the West Kowloon Cultural Green
Park!

Take away our Pollution by Good City Planning!

Because of the clusters of high rise buildings blocking off the sea breeze,
the vicinity of the West Kowloon District has been plagued by high level
of air pollution. This phenomenon, known as the ‘Canyon’ effect, has
troubled the Causeway Bay area for many years, and the Central District
is going to get worse in the next few years.

As a case of good city planning, in Chicago, trees are found annually to

remove 250 tons of particulates, 100 tons of nitrogen dioxide, another
100 tons of sulfur dioxide and 17 tons of carbon monoxide. In this
modern era with all pressure in urban settings, our contact with nature is
more crucial than ever.

Give Hong Kong a WKCD CULTURAL GREEN PARK!
West Kowloon Cultural District is our last harbour frontier, let us develop
that into a CULTURAL GREEN PARK for all to enjoy.
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The University of Hong Kong Public Opinion Survey on West Kowloon
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B XEI% Arena FBIBE Opera House Z44EE Concert Hall
BB Theatre EY8E Museum EAiiE Art Gallery
KB WETH O Art Centre FOBEES 0 Performance Arts Centre B2 BI15 8 Amphitheatre :
Let's create a WEST KOWLOON CULTURAL GREEN PARK -

As a Legacy of Hong Kong for generations to come !
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